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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES 
COMMITTEE held on 18 November 2010 in the Uniform Groups’ Headquarters, 
Fiddlers Lane, Saughall 
 
In attendance:  Councillor DF Holman (in the Chair) 
 Councillor RK Shukla 
 Councillor RA Storrar 
 Councillor A Warrington 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young (Part) 
 
Invited Members: Councillor B Kerr 
 Councillor WI Humphrey 
 Councillor Mrs JE Storrar 
 Councillor D Whitton (Part) 
 
41. APOLOGIES FOR AUTHORISED ABSENCE 
 
 Apologies for authorised absence were received from Councillor J Johnson. 
 
42. MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 No declarations of interest were received. 
 
43. MINUTES 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Minutes of the last meeting of the Committee held on 30 September 

2010 be confirmed as a correct record. 
 
44. COMPREHENSIVE SPENDING REVIEW (CSR) – IMPLICATIONS TO 

CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER (CWAC) COUNCIL AND THE PARISH 
COUNCIL 

 
 The Council had held an open meeting at 7:00pm on Monday, 1 November 

2010 to allow parishioners to express their views and explore ideas, in the 
light of the CSR announced on 20 October 2010, on how their local 
community should be run, how services traditionally provided by Councils 
should be delivered in future, considering street litter picking in particular, and 
on the “Big Society” that was expected to take power away from politicians 
and give it to the people. 

 
 Attendance had been poor but concerns raised had centred on the Council’s 

administration costs, which would be kept under review.  It had been made 
clear that if the Principal Authority wanted the Council to provide any services 
it would have to provide the necessary financial support. 

 
 It had been noted that the Big Society was a very old concept that relied on 

volunteers taking pride in there local area. 
 
 Members agreed that it was very important to involve parishioners in issues 

facing the Council and open meetings should be held in order to do this.  Turn 
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out had been disappointing this time but this could have been because of the 
cold, wet weather. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Council be RECOMMENDED to publicise and hold another open 

meeting in 2011, when hopefully the weather is warmer and more people 
might attend. 

 
45. GOLDEN JUBILEE PARK 
 

(a) Ponds 
 
 It was reported that the ponds had been cleared of rubbish as a result of a 

very good community effort co-ordinated by the Council. 
 
(b) Perimeter Path 
 
 It was reported that Just a Mow had sprayed the path with weed killer at a 

total cost of £200. 
 
(c) Hedges 
 
 It was reported that the roadside hedges had been cut and the Parkside 

ones would be cut soon. 
 
(d) Car Park Drainage 
 
 It was reported that the new drain was not working and the car park was 

water logged in places because of the recent inclement weather.  It was 
suggested that sand could be put down as a short term solution.  Members 
agreed to continue to consider possible solutions and Councillor RA Storrar 
agreed to meet a contractor on site for this purpose. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Council be RECOMMENDED to wait until the spring to take positive 

action to address the drainage problem in the car park. 
 
(e) Safety Surface Replacement 
 
 Some quotations had been received to replace the safety surfaces in the 

swing park. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the quotations received be noted. 
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(f) Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Rural Support Development Fund 
 
 It was reported that funding of a minimum of £5,000 and a maximum of 

£50,000 was available with secured match funding.  The closing date for 
this round of applications was 30 November 2010.  The Council had given 
the Committee delegated authority to submit a funding bid if it considered it 
appropriate to do so. 

 
 Members considered whether a funding application could be made within 

the timescale laid down and what the subject of it could be.  However, 
rather than taking a reactive approach it was proposed that time should be 
taken to map out what should be included in the second phase of the 
Golden Jubilee Park’s development.  Once this had been agreed the 
various projects in the next phase should be costed so that schemes were 
developed and ready when funding opportunities arose. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That no funding application be made at this time but the actions set out 

within the proposal detailed above be taken in a proactive and measured 
way. 

 
46. ANNUAL AUDIT - RISK MANAGEMENT 
 
 The Council had drawn up a Risk Management Plan following a lot of work 

undertaken the previous year.  The Clerk had reviewed the current action plan 
and discussed it with Councillor Mrs JM Young.  It was considered that no 
changes were required at the present time as the plan was as relevant today 
as it had been when it was prepared a year ago. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Council be RECOMMENDED to make no changes to its Risk 

Management Plan at the present time and carry out a further review in twelve 
months time. 

 
47. POLICING ARRANGEMENTS IN SAUGHALL 
 
 It was reported that PCSO Wendy Leason was settling into her new post in 

Saughall very well and had been seen out and about in the village.  A meeting 
had been arranged with her at 6:45pm on Monday, 6 December 2010 at the 
Vernon Institute to discuss policing issues  

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Policing in Saughall continue to be monitored at meetings of this 

Committee. 
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48. AFFORDABLE HOUSING PROPOSALS FOR LAND AT LODGE LANE 
 
 The Council was aware that Cheshire West and Chester (CWAC) Council had 

recently completed a fully compliant external tender process whereby 
expressions of interest had been sought from interested developers and 
Housing Associations.  Written submissions in response to this tender request 
had now been scored and assessed and further to this two tenderers had 
presented their proposals to an invited selection of representatives from the 
Council. 

 
 Following the process outlined above, the successful and therefore appointed 

Housing Association for this scheme had been confirmed as Chester and 
District Housing Trust (CDHT). 

 
 The appointment of CDHT now meant that the next round of work could begin 

and progress.  Consequently, earlier in the evening there had been a meeting 
with Lesley Bassett from Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Housing 
Strategy and Enabling Team and Dave Soothill and Holly Stiles from Chester 
District Housing Trust (CDHT) to discuss a proposal on how to take the Lodge 
Lane scheme forward, including proposals on how the Parish Council could 
assist with this. 

 
 The following action plan had been proposed: 
 

• Consideration is given to the establishment of a Parish Council Working 
Group to initially work with CDHT officers to help shape and inform the 
physical and technical elements within the scheme. 
Subject to agreement and availability this Working Group to meet as soon 
as possible – meetings to be arranged and facilitated by CDHT/ CWAC 
Council 

 
• Feedback and comment from the Parish Council Working Group to be 

reported back through CDHT officers to the next available full Parish 
Council meeting 

 
• Proposals to be tabled by CDHT and discussed/informed/agreed by the 

Parish Council for the wider Consultation Plan for Saughall residents 
together with other associated project milestones 

 
 The above proposals were acceptable and provided Members with sufficient 

comfort that this project would progress with the full involvement of the Parish 
Council and residents in Saughall. 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the report be received;  and 
 
(2) Council be RECOMMENDED to establish a Parish Council Working Group 

of four Members to support CDHT in refining its plans and proposals for 
this scheme. 
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49. PARISH COUNCIL NEWSLETTERS 
 
 It was reported that Council Newsletters faced tough controls following new 

proposals from Ministers to curtail local authority publicity and lobbying. 
 
 A new Department for Communities and Local Government draft Code 

updating existing guidance from 1988, specified that council papers and their 
web-based editions should appear no more than quarterly and must only 
include material directly related to the business, services or amenities of the 
authority.  It said that council publicity should be determined by seven 
principles namely that it was ‘lawful, cost-effective, objective, even-handed, 
appropriate, to have regard to equality and diversity and be issued with care 
during periods of heightened sensitivity’. 

 
 Councillor B Kerr reported that the Government was bringing out this new 

Code because it was concerned about Newsletters that contained Party 
Political propaganda.  The National Association of Local Councils was 
lobbying the Government for it not to apply to them, especially as it was a 
requirement of the Quality Parish Council Scheme for Councils who obtained 
Quality status to send out four Newsletters each year.  

 
50. BUDGET 2011/12 
 
 The Committee gave initial consideration to the Council’s budgetary 

requirements for 2011/12 and drew up a first draft of the budget for the 
Council’s consideration at its Budget meeting scheduled for 17 January 2011.  
(Appendix A attached). 

 
 In order to draft a budget the Committee had regard to future litter picking 

arrangements that would come into force from 1 April 2011.  Following a 
review of services Cheshire West and Chester Council had identified new 
standards for the delivery of street cleansing services including litter, detritus, 
graffiti and fly posting.  As the Principal Authority would be providing the street 
cleaning from 1 April 2011, it would no longer be possible to claim street 
cleaning grant.  (The Council was currently in receipt of £5,250 per annum.) 

 
 The Parish Council had been told that these new standards would be of help 

to everyone as they ensured fair, equitable and consistent provision across 
the borough and made sure that Cheshire West and Chester (CWAC) Council 
could be held accountable by its communities for how services were delivered 
locally. 

 
 This was a change and, as such, it was difficult to fully appreciate how the 

new service standards would actually apply ‘on the ground’ within local 
communities.  Consequently, Streetscene officers had met twice with 
Councillor B Kerr to discuss, in detail, the actual interpretation and application 
of the service standards as they applied to Saughall.  These meetings had 
also provided an opportunity to discuss and agree minor amendments to the 
local street cleansing service delivery and negotiate any chargeable 
enhancements.  Councillor Kerr had taken the opportunity to familiarise 
officers with the lay out of the village and draw their attention to “hot spots” 
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and reported that they had been very impressed with the standard as there 
had been very little litter to be seen on the day. 

 
 Councillor Kerr informed of the frequency of the litter picking service that 

CWAC Council was proposing to provide.  The roads in the village that would 
get the least attention were in fact the ones that were the biggest problem 
because motorists threw litter from their vehicles.  He had spoken to the 
Parish Council’s current litter picking contractor (Roy Hipkiss) who had 
confirmed this.  Therefore, Councillor Kerr proposed that the main arterial 
roads of the village be visited by the Parish Council’s contractor once a week.  
The housing areas would be delittered once a fortnight by CWAC Council so 
Councillor Kerr proposed that the Parish Council put no other delittering 
arrangements in place for these areas.  As the litter picking arrangements 
were new and may need reviewing and revising so that the two Councils’ 
delittering arrangements complimented each other rather than providing 
duplication, Councillor Kerr proposed that a temporary litter picking contract be 
drawn up with Mr Hipkiss to run from 1 April 2011 to 31 March 2012. 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the Council be requested to consider the draft Budget for 2011/12 at its 
Budget meeting on 17 January 2011;  and 

 
(2) Council be RECOMMENDED to agree to Councillor Kerr’s proposals as 

detailed above. 
 
51. EXEMPT INFORMATION - EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That, under section 100 (A) (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the press 

and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following 
item of business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt 
information as defined in paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Act. 
The public interest test has been applied and favours exclusion. 

 
52. PLANNING TRAINING – THURSDAY, 16 SEPTEMBER 2010 
 
 The Committee considered an exchange of emails between the Clerk and the 

Cheshire Association of Local Council’s (ChALC) Chief Executive Officer and 
received a report from Councillor B Kerr who had informed officers at ChALC 
of the Council’s concerns. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the situation be noted. 
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